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Happy New Year to the 
wonderful people who call 
the 32nd Senatorial District 
home. I began my fourth 
session as your state sen-
ator on Jan. 5, and even 
though I’m a seasoned leg-
islator, I’m still taken aback 
each year by the beauty of  
the Senate chamber and the 
gravity of  the only written 
words on its walls. If  you re-
ceive my Capitol report, The 

White Pages, 
you may recog-
nize these pro-
found quotes.

Nestled be-
tween artwork 
on both sides 
of  the cham-
ber’s dais, 
the quotes 
standout with 
trim-matching, 
gold-plated 
letters. The 
left side quotes 

the Scottish writer George 
Campbell, saying “Nothing 
is politically right that is 
morally wrong.” The right 
side’s quote, “Free and 
fair discussion will ever 
be found the firmest friend 
to truth,” was coined by 
the Irish attorney, Daniel 
O’Connell. To help empha-
size the phrases’ impor-
tance, the Missouri and 
United States flags hang 
below both inscriptions. 
It’s interesting how these 
centuries-old words from 
European activists are still 
relevant today. In fact, the 
decorum, traditions and 
communications of  the Mis-
souri Senate are deeply en-
trenched with these expres-
sions, as is the legislative 
process itself.

While it takes a while to 
acclimate to the language 
and decorum used in the 
upper chamber, these for-
malities create the perfect 
framework for propriety 
and open dialogue. Each ses-
sion begins with the pound-
ing of  the gavel, followed by 

a prayer, the Pledge of  Alle-
giance, roll call, approval of  
the journal and the oppor-
tunity to present petitions, 
memorials, remonstrances, 
resolutions or concurrent 
resolutions. Before a single 
bill is even mentioned, the 
body has established a code 
of  conduct for fairness and 
morality with its prayer, 
ability to revise the journal 
and invitation to air a peti-
tion or remonstrance. After 
each item is introduced, 
whether it be a bill, motion, 
amendment or committee 
report, the presiding offi-
cer asks, “Does any other 
senator desire to be heard?” 
Starting conversations with 
open-ended questions helps 
us to better understand 
each other’s perspectives, 
while maintaining civility. 
Senators decide when the 
conversation will proceed 
or stall with a verbal vote of  
aye or no.

Aside from the conversa-
tion-invoking language, our 
behavioral customs also 
support civility and fair-
ness. During debates, only 
two senators may stand at 
the same time to inquire of  
each other. If  a third stands, 
the presiding officer will 
ask, “For what reason do 
you rise?” permitting the 
third senator to make a mo-
tion or explain their reason 
for interrupting debate. 
During chamber debates, 
senators are identified by 
their county or district 
number, rightly placing the 
emphasis on the people we 
serve, rather than the name 
of  the individual. If  you at-
tend or listen to a chamber 
discussion this year, you 
will likely hear me referred 
to as “the senator from New-
ton.”

Now, I’m not saying these 
free and fair discussions 
don’t get heated on occa-
sion, because they do. We 
are impassioned public 
servants. However, offering 

each senator a chance to 
speak at the end of  every 
inquiry or debate provides 
balance, closure and the 
opportunity for all to have 
their say, one of  the most 
important aspects of  the 
legislative process.

If  you desire to be heard 
this session, please testify 
at a hearing or contact me to 
voice a concern or share an 
opinion. Bookmark the Sen-
ate website, senate.mo.gov, 
to track bills of  interest, 
view the hearing schedule 
and listen to audio of  com-
mittee hearings and de-
bates. My Senate webpage, 
senate.mo.gov/White, also 
provides links to a variety 
of  services and resources. 
My Community Services 
Directory is full of  helpful 
information and contacts, 
and veterans may apply for 
the benefits they’ve earned 
by clicking on the Missou-
ri Benefits and Resource 
Guide link. You may also 
request a courtesy resolu-
tion to honor a local hero, 
milestone or anniversary or 
search for your name in the 
Unclaimed Property Daba-
base, our state’s largest 
lost and found. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me or my 
staff, Mike and Gina, if  you 
need additional information 
or assistance navigating the 
legislative process.

As we delve into a new 
legislative session, I hope 
you are as grateful and op-
timistic as I am. Thank you 
for entrusting me to be your 
voice in Jefferson City. My 
votes on policies and bud-
gets directly correlate with 
the input, reasoning and 
substance you provide, so 
please keep chiming in. To-
gether, our discussions will 
ever be found the firmest 
friend to truth.

SEN. BILL WHITE was a member of the 
Missouri House of Representatives 
from 2011 to 2019. He has been serv-
ing in the Missouri Senate since 2019.
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Are you a renter, or do you 
own your home? A senior 
or 100% disabled? If  so, you 
may be missing the Missouri 
Property Tax Credit Rebate 
program.

The Economic Security 
Corporation of  the Southwest 
Area (ESC) will be assisting 
area low-income seniors or 
100% disabled individuals in 
filing their Missouri property 
tax or rent rebates. In order to 
qualify for our staff  to be able 
to assist you, your family’s 
income cannot exceed 125% of  
the federal poverty guidelines 
— a family of  one: $1,342 gross 
income monthly; a family 
of  two: $1,815 gross income 
monthly. If  your family is larg-
er than two individuals, you 
can call to find out if  you are 
eligible.

ESC will begin providing 
staff  who can process Mis-
souri Property Tax Credits 
(MOPTC) only for seniors and 
disabled. We will be process-
ing MOPTC returns by ap-
pointment only in Jasper, Bar-
ton, Newton and McDonald 
County Outreach offices. We 
can help process up to three 
years’ worth of  returns. Last 
year, a total of  228 property 
tax and/or rent rebates were 
processed totaling approxi-
mately $150,479 in refunds for 
area seniors. 

We know that many seniors 
live on very low incomes, so 
any kind of  tax rebate can 
help stretch a budget. Mis-
souri Property Tax Credit 
rebate amounts can vary, 
based on what you pay toward 
your rent or mortgage (up to 
$1,100), but some rebates can 
be as much as $750, which 
could assist in buying food, 
paying winter utility bills or 
purchasing required medica-
tions. Please note: If  you rent 
from a home or housing com-
plex that does not pay proper-
ty taxes, you are not eligible 
for a Property Tax Credit, so 

make sure to ask your proper-
ty owner.

Here are the locations where 
ESC staff  will be processing 
returns; please call us to make 
an appointment.

• ESC’S LAMAR Outreach office, 
405 Walnut St., Lamar, 417-682-
5591

• ESC’S JOPLIN Outreach office, 
302 S. Joplin Ave., Joplin, 417-
781-0352, x246

• ESC’S NEOSHO Outreach of-
fice, 116 N. Jefferson St., Neo-
sho, 417-451-2206

• ESC’S ANDERSON Outreach 
office, 712 South 59 Hwy., An-
derson, 417-845-6011

Documentation that will 
be necessary for filing the 
MOPTC Credit:

• SSA — 1099, 1099R, RRB-
1099 or SSI statement from 
the Social Security Adminis-
tration, Interest, dividends, 
TANF, Wages

• VERIFICATION of  rent paid 
must include the property 
owner’s name, address, and 
phone number and their EIN 
tax filing number; we have a 
form that can be requested to 
give to your property owner, if  
needed.

• 2021 PAID REAL ESTATE TAX re-
ceipt, if  it is a trailer, than 
your paid Missouri personal 
property tax receipt with form 
948; if  more than five attached 
acres, please include Form 
948; for lot rent, a receipt for 
trailer with landlord informa-
tion and use the rent verifica-
tion as above.

• DISABLED VETERAN documen-
tation

• POWER OF ATTORNEY or Federal 
Form 1310 and death certifi-
cate

NOTE: To file this credit you 
must be 65 or older, 60 or older 
drawing surviving spouse 
benefits or 100% disabled 
drawing government benefits. 
You are not required to file a 
federal return to use our ser-
vices. We do not electronically 
file these returns. It is up to 
the individual to mail their 
return.

Property tax credit 
season is here
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